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What is it and what should you expect?

Flying in wave has some interesting weather, equipment and pilot
physiology considerations. Here are some key points to remember:

— Wind - Good wave days ride into town on stiff breezes. Also, the rotor can setup over the
airport and shift the winds in the opposite direction from expected.

Clouds — With some moisture in the air, we can identify the wave structure, but we need to
be careful not to be blown back into a standing lenny.

Turbulence — Maintaining tow position through the rotor can be difficult and increases the
possibility of a rope break. Watch your V,!

Temperature — It's cold up there. By the time you are at 20k feet (not hard at Minden), it's
going to be approximately 60F colder than when you started. Bring warm clothes!

Sunset — The sun sets much sooner on the ground than at altitude. It can take 30 minutes
to descend from the top of the wave window (28k feet) with your spoilers deployed.

Hypoxia — As a result of decreasing pressures as we ascend, oxygen has a more difficult
time passing through our lung membranes into the bloodstream. Proper equipment and
pilot education can combat hypoxia

Dehydration — Just because its cold doesn’t mean you can’t be dehydrated.
Frosted Canopy — Rubbing with gloves will ruin the canopy. Open the vent

Ve — Wave formation depends in part on increasing winds at altitude and that will require
an increase in IAS as you climb. Flutter of control surfaces above V. is based on TAS.
Remember that TAS increases by 2% over IAS for every 1k.

Wave Windows — ATC has granted us a waiver to play in airspace that is normally off-
limits. This usually results in certain procedural requirements. Let's keep them happy.
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